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After a great Butter and Egg Days parade, I had the opportunity to discuss some diverse topics with several people.  It was pleasant to share the interest people have in the community.  The conversations included showing the public the day to day activities of several city departments; finding ways to preserve heritage businesses, occupations and properties; and breaking the stalemate/antagonism related to Lafferty access.





A conversation with a member of the Fire Department was about the many tasks and procedures fire personnel get involved in on a normal working day.  While we all love firemen, wouldn’t it be interesting to know about the many duties and functions that make up their daily lives?





We got to talking about using the public access channel to show selected videos about how different city departments go about doing their jobs.  Not only the Fire Department but Police, Public Works, Traffic, Water, Recreation and other departments that are out and about every day keeping the city running. These could be edited training films, a documentary of day to day operations filmed by a media student from Sonoma State, or something from a national organization representing that type of work.





If we were more aware of what individual public employees do every day, it would go a long way to better our understanding of local government.





The participation in the parade by old time horse people led to another conversation about preserving the working gear, tools, places of business and pictures related to the historic use of horses around Petaluma.    It expanded into talk about documenting the operations of Bar Ale and other historic industrial/ agricultural operations in Petaluma.  Again, videos, oral histories and preservation of equipment were discussed.





There has to be room in the city budget somewhere to support the above two ideas.





The third topic, breaking the impasse on the Lafferty access, wasn’t as susceptible to a straight forward suggestions as the others.  The unwillingness, or maybe better, the inability to open any talks on compromise of the “all or nothing” access issue has resulted in two enemy camps.  As with nations, war is the only option left open.





I don’t know if Mr. Phendler would be willing to talk, but I do know that there is no one on the other side who could feel secure in purporting to be able to represent those who are working on access.  It seems to me that the issue could be worked out if everyone would acknowledge that both sides need to accept less than they each desire as their solution.





Talking to a very adamant Lafferty partisan (7 days a week, 24 hours a day access), I said that, like Nixon opening up negotiations with China, only someone as partisan as he could be accepted as representing the interests of those working on access.  That is if he could compromise.





It is interesting that, when people gather for no specific purpose, a multitude of items get talked about. I can’t imagine how many other topics were discussed that day.  I can get carried away with the idea that, if there were “community discussion” events, with no agenda and no leaders and no formal process, people of mutual interests might randomly meet and initiate action on issues of local interest.  It could be anything from band concerts at Walnut Park to Garden Club meetings on the community access channel.





But, as with everything, someone has to lead the way.  And with my bias that money causes everything significant to happen,  I think a “no strings attached” grant from our Council to our community access operation or the League of Women Voters would be a good start.





It’s almost budget time.  How about one or two grants, adding up to $25,000?  That’s only 50 cents per person in Petaluma. Surely we can afford $25,000 if we can afford $450,000 just to study the Central Planning Area.  





I’ve done my part.  
